
THE SOUTHPORT SCHOOL 
BOARDER PARENTS SUPPORT GROUP 

 
Minutes of General Meeting – Friday 17th August 2017 

 
MEETING OPENED: 3:40pm 
 
PRESENT:  
Tony Watt (Dean of Boarding & McKinley Housemaster), Karel Bos (Delpratt Housemaster), 
Jaye Beutel (Thorald Housemaster), Nick Stansbie (Biddle Housemaster), Craig and Joanna 
Chapman, Leith McColl, Jenny Kennedy, Anna Power, Jillian and Andrew Thompson, Cherie 
McDonald (President), Helen Wagner (Treasurer), Susie Kelly (Secretary) 
 
APOLOGIES:  
David & Sonia Greenup, Marcelle & Willy Chandler, Louise Gall, Kate & Geoff Burey 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
Dean of Boarding Report 
 
Tony Watt explained the group has two purposes: a forum to address significant boarding 
issues, and fundraising. He thanked the group for its support.   
 

 There are only 2 spare beds in the TSS boarding school and numbers are strong for 
2018. Tony explained it has taken a number of years to reach this strong position 
and the support for country boarding from The Headmaster, Greg Wain, and the 
School Council is considerable. 

 

 Boarder Tutoring 
 
A program has been trialled for Year 7 this year and funded by the BPSG to the value 
of $15 000. The Headmaster has agreed the school will fund the program in future 
years. 

 

 Strategic Boarding Plan Update 
 
Academic – Commencing in 2017 there has been a ratio of 5:1 tutors to students in 
Years 7&8 prep on Tuesday and Thursday nights. This is to ensure the prep time is 
purposeful for boys, especially those who might normally go under the radar. 

 
Wellbeing –  Next year Karel Bos will introduce a Monday night wellbeing program 
with Years 7-9, after chapel and utilising the new lecture theatre.  Issues such as 
health issues: importance of sanitising, foot tinea, changes in body temps with 
seasons, resilience and student protections issues will be explored for 15 minutes 
after chapel each week.   The senior students will undergo a similar program but 
focussing on different issues, at a different time.    Karel will also be driving an 
academic focus in these meetings, based around the assessment calendar and 



assisting students to plan for academic success.  The record books will alter slightly 
to include a ‘what I am studying for this week’ section and the students will 
complete this each Monday under Karel’s guidance and review. The purpose is to 
instil good routines before the students are older and focussing on individual study. 

 

 Student Protection 
 
Bravehearts Foundation Ltd specialises in developing child protection training and 
education programs that address the unique needs of a variety of school 
communities and organisations that provide services to children and young people. 
As such, TSS has been working with staff from Braveheart Foundation to evaluate 
processes and identify risks.  One of the potential risks identified by Bravehearts is 
our dorm captains and the way they interact with students, and so commencing next 
term Karel Bos will work with dorm captains to give strategies to support them in 
their roles.  Tony Watt said he has been impressed with Bravehearts and their efforts 
to assist in setting up good habits in the boarding houses. The Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse found boarding school environments 
at significant risk of abuse and harm to children, and so TSS has contracted 
Bravehearts to work with staff and students to ensure students are safe and feel 
protected. 

 

 Induction Processes 
 
Tony informed the meeting about the introduction of structured induction programs 
with the provision of information for new boarding staff and students. He is also 
looking at producing videos for each house to assist with this purpose. 

 

 Food 
 
Tony agreed the boarding food needs improvement and with the contract for the 
supply of food to TSS boarding coming up for renewal in 2018, he has identified a 
few options to explore, and schools to visit. All these schools are using the same 
company and without complaints about the food. It appears the schools are very 
happy with the food but the company’s understanding of the psychology behind 
food is interesting. It places a big importance on modern spaces and ways of 
delivering and serving food.  Tony and Nick Stansbie visited a Sydney school utilising 
the services of this company recently and were suitably impressed with the food. 
Tony said a change to this company would come at a price. 

 
A couple of mothers present raised a concern over the dining manners and etiquette 
of the boys.  Understanding that most families expect the school to follow on from 
the standards set at home, Tony said he would look at the issue with more purpose, 
and in particular the culture of the dining hall. The school does have etiquette 
lessons for the Years 7-8 boarding students. 

 

 Irrespective House Rules 
 



Recent times have seen trials for tightening up of some allowances for Years 7-9 with 
a more unified set of tolerances and rules between the houses, in particular for 
utilising and managing technology, and ‘OTR’ (over the road) leave.  Tony 
emphasised the psychological break for OTR for the older boys, insisting its 
importance is not hierarchical, but more developmental.  Tony also emphasised that 
housemasters retain an ability to respond individually to students with their needs 
and requests. Discussion around technology use ensued and Tony told parents the 
school has the ability to respond to technology issues with sophisticated approaches 
and good housemasters are aware of technology abuse, recognising signs in students 
and when identified, having conversations with students about responsible use.  
Tony reminded parents there is good information regarding technology use and on 
being a safe school on the school website. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
Allocation of Funds 
 
$15 000 was given to the boarder prep program, and as mentioned earlier, its success has 
led to the school continuing to fund it. 
 
$2 200 was given to each house to spend on improvement of facilities. Some of the 
purchases have been a large screen TV, billiard table, pizza oven, and BBQ. 
 
Bush to Beach Bash 
 
Cherie expressed appreciation on behalf of the boarding community to all those who 
donated to the auction, but in particular to the Chapman family and the Wagner family for 
the donation of the Kenya holiday and Melbourne flights respectively.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
$15 000 was given to the boarder prep program and $2 200 to each of the five boarding 
houses. The annual donation from the P&F of $600 was received. $377 was made from a 
raffle at the TSS boarding function following the TSS v TGS rugby game. Currently there is  
$5000 in the account. 
 
Webinars 
 
Leith McColl suggested the school investigate using webinars as a means of engaging 
parents in BPSG meetings, and as a platform for other meetings. Leith’s preliminary 
research has led her to a company called Zoom as an avenue to access webinars.  Tony, 
Cherie and Leith will continue discussions around use of this technology. 
 
MEETING CLOSED: 5pm 
 
 


