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Tom Atkinson was educated at Churchie and when his family moved to London 
in 1938 he attended Durston House, a London Preparatory School.  Atkinson 
migrated back to Australia in 1944 and he completed further study at Teacher’s 
College.  Teaching at many different schools over the period of ten years, 1959 saw 
his appointment to teacher of Year 7 at the Southport School.

In 1969 Atkinson was appointed Housemaster of Thorold house until 1969 when 
he left to obtain his Bachelor of Education degree at UQ.  In 1971 he was invited to 
return to the School and was appointed master of the Middle School (Years 9 and 
10), was also the School Counsellor and the Careers’ Guidance Officer.  In 1983 he 
was appointed the Schools Registrar.

Atkinson retired in 1992.

Atkinson Day House was established in 1986.

Delpratt
Maurice Delpratt, an Old Boy of the School, was appointed Master of the School in 
1907 and resigned in 1910.  Attending TSS in 1902 as one of the first students, he 
won the Courier Medal for Dux of the School in 1903 and the E.I. Stevens Athletic 
Sports Medal in 1905 and also captained the First XI Cricket team.

As a teacher Delpratt became well known, respected and loved, embodying as he 
did the sporting spirit of the School. He was a keen Cricket and Tennis player, was 
active in Rowing and was Second in Command of the Cadet Corps. 

In 1914 Maurice Delpratt volunteered for the 5th Light Horse Regiment and fought 
at Gallipoli where he was taken prisoner in 1915. Delpratt remained a prisoner-of-
war until 1918 when he was released.  Delpratt died in March 1957, at the age of 
sixty-eight.

Delpratt Boarding House was established in 1909.

Colour: Sea Blue and Orange

Emblem: Seagull

Motto: “Make Me Your 
Brother”

Colour: Red, Green, Gold

Emblem: Lion

Motto: “Viriliter, Agite” 
Act Manfully

Colour: Royal Blue and White

Emblem: Gryphon's Head

Motto: “Tasche Sans Tache” 
Honour without 
Blemish

Colour: Purple and White

Emblem: Eagle

Motto: “Wer ehre sucht der 
diene” Let Him 
Serve who Seeks 
Honour

Colour: Grey

Emblem: Wyvern

Motto: “Meliora Sequimur” 
We Seek Higher and 
Better Things

Colour: Maroon and White

Emblem: A Lion Rampant

Motto: “Through Narrow 
Straights to Victory”

Colour: Black and White

Emblem: Pegasus

Motto: “Doxa Theou 
Anthropos Mestos” 
The Glory of God is 
the Complete Man

Colour: Light Blue and Yellow

Emblem: Minotaur

Motto: “Surgite ad 
Vincendum” Rise up 
to Overcome

Colour: Green and White

Emblem: Dolphin

Motto: “Fide et Labore” 
By Faith and Hard 
Work

Colour: Gold and Black

Emblem: Stag

Motto: “Devant si je Puis” 
To the fore, if I am 
able

Colour: Red and Black

Emblem: Horse

Motto: “Ubertas et Fidelitas” 
Productiveness and 
Faithfulness

Colour: Sherwood Green, Gold

Emblem: Unicorn

Motto: “Ad Victorian per 
Unitatem” Victory 
Through Unity

Maughan
Canon Bruce E Maughan attended the Church of England Grammar School, and 
obtained his degrees from Kings College at the University of Queensland.

Maughan was appointed to the School’s academic staff in 1959 where he held 
many staff positions.  Delpratt Housemaster for 22 years (1966-1988), Master of 
the Senior Secondary School (Years 11 and 12) from 1979 to 1986, Master-in-
Charge of Debating and Public Speaking (1959-1976), Officer of Cadets (Officer 
Commanding 1973-1976), coach of the Third XV for 20 seasons and a referee, and 
also as School Librarian. 

He was member of the Army Reserve for 28 years, reaching the rank of Major, 
ordained deacon in 1979 and a priest in 1989, and is an active member on many 
Councils. 

Maughan Day House was established in 1986.

Surman
Frank Surman was a former London policeman, and migrated to Australia prior 
to the First World War.  During the war he joined the AIF and served on Gallipoli 
where he was wounded.  

He was educated at Ipswich Grammar School and then Teachers Training College 
in Brisbane.  He joined the Preparatory School Staff in 1941 and remained until 
August 1942 when he joined the RAAF.  During this first period with the School 
he was a Resident Master and Housemaster of Mitre House.  He also served as an 
Officer in the Southport School Cadet Corps.  Surman rejoined the Staff of The 
Southport School in February 1951 where he taught Mathematics and Physics.  
Remaining at the School until his retirement in 1987, Surman became Director of 
Studies, Master Teacher and also served as the School’s honorary Archivist.

Surman Day House was established 1979.

Melbourne
Herbert (Joey) Melbourne, was appointed a Master at the School in 1914 including 
a period as Master of the Preparatory School.  He served in that capacity until 1932, 
and later rejoined the School in 1940 to help overcome war induced shortages.

Melbourne loved Cricket and was reputed to have been a first class batsman.  The 
Southportonian stated “Exceedingly well read, Herbert Melbourne is a kindly, 
cultured English gentleman.  The influence of his work and of his personality has 
been woven into the texture of the School”

Herbert Melbourne died on 3 June 1940. 

Melbourne Day House was established in 1979.

Turnock
T H Turnock was educated at TSS from 1920 – 1923 and was Dux of the School 
(1923). He was appointed to the School as a master in 1928 and taught English, 
Mathematics, French and Geography.  Turnock became the master of McKinley 
House from 1932, and was described as having two ‘favourite causes’, “Rowing and 
McKinley House”.  He was described as being popular, but a strict disciplinarian, 
who managed to create a strong House spirit and an awareness of the Southport 
tradition.  

Turnock remained at TSS until 1941 when he joined the RAAF as an education 
officer.  Harry Turnock retired in 1970, died following a long illness in April 1992 
aged eighty-six years. 

Turnock Day House was established in 1979.

Biddle
Howard Alfred Thomas Biddle was educated at Ipswich Grammar School and 
graduated from at UQ with a Bachelor of Arts degree.  He joined TSS in the 
Preparatory School in 1964 as an Assistant Master and later as Housemaster at 
Junior Thorold House.  In 1970 Biddle became master of McKinley House where 
he remained until 1982 when illness forced him to move out of residence.

During his time at the School, Biddle was involved in many aspects of School life, 
coaching Rugby teams and Cricket, assisting with coaching Junior Athletics and he 
was a valued member of the Science department where he taught Senior Zoology 
and Junior Science.  He was the commander of The Southport School Coast Guard 
Service from 1974 to 1983.

Biddle aged just 39 died of cancer in April 1983. 

Biddle Boarding House was established in 1987.

Kaiser
Harry Kaiser started as a student at TSS in 1937, a boarder and was Dux of the 
School in 1940. In 1941 Kaiser was invited back to teach in the Junior School. 
During 1942 Kaiser was ‘called up’, and returned to teach again in 1944. 

Kaiser held various positions while at TSS, Housemaster of Thorold, Assistant to 
the Headmaster, Acting Headmaster, Senior Master and Deputy Headmaster. 

It was appropriately written some years ago that ”it is remarkable that one man has 
had such a long and enduring influence on the shaping of the destiny of the School 
and of the thousands of boys who have passed through our doors. He was very 
loved and respected by all who knew him.” Kaiser died in 2008 at the age of eighty-
five.  

Kaiser was established in 1973, first as a Boarding House, then changed to a Day 
House 1981.

McKinley
Joseph McKinley joined the School staff in 1908 as the Commercial Master. He was 
then well into middle age, and had spent most of his teaching career in the State 
Service. 

It was stated of McKinly, “He threw himself into its activities with tremendous 
enthusiasm and was fortunate in having in his ranks, some of the School’s best 
sportsmen, and the honour of being the first winners of the House Shield. But he 
did not confine himself to the athletic side of things. He found a field of endeavour 
in our personal appearance, and woe betide the youth whose boots were unclean or 
whose locker was untidy.”

McKinley was put in charge of the House named after him from 1909 until 1913 
when he died expectantly in July of that year.

McKinley Boarding House was established in 1909.

Thorold
Arthur Charles Campbell Thorold attended Cambridge House School in Sussex 
and was admitted to Worcester College Oxford in 1892 obtaining his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in December 1899.  Thorold was appointed at TSS in 1906, and during 
1908, Thorold agreed to construct his own residence, large enough to incorporate 
boarding accommodation.

Thorold was responsible for the establishment of the first official School magazine 
The Southportonian, he also established the boat club and suggested and 
implemented the House Shield competition.  Thorold was also responsible for the 
introduction of the representative blazer.

Thorold Boarding House was established in 1908.

Radcliffe
Alan Radcliffe an Old Boy of the School, and son of former headmaster J N 
Radcliffe, joined the staff of the Junior School in 1946 to teach Geography.  During 
his time at TSS he was Master In Charge of Swimming and also held the position 
of Assistant to the Headmaster.

Radcliffe suffered a severe illness in 1960, and after his recovery he undertook 
university studies at UQ completing a Bachelor of Arts course majoring in 
geography.  In 1973 he took long-service leave and travelled to England, Europe 
and the USA in order to study other methods of teaching Geography and Social 
Science.

Following a period of sick leave the effects of his pervious illness forced him to 
retire from the School in July 1978.

Radcliffe Day House was established in 1975.

Walker
Matthew Radcliffe Walker was educated at Brisbane Grammar School and 
Queensland University and joined the Southport School as Senior Master in 1927.  
Walker was described as being noted for his easy, but strict discipline, punctuality 
and accuracy. He taught Book-Keeping and English and expected account books 
to be neat and accurate. He was also the athletics coach and demanded the same 
standards...he was a scholars and an authority, well versed in English literature and 
detested ignorance of punctuation and grammar.

He was a well loved member of the School staff and served the School for 32 years.

The M R Walker Memorial Prize for Sixth Form Bookkeeping, the M R Walker 
Memorial Trophy and of course Walker House all commemorate M R Walker and 
his services to the School. 

Walker Day House was established in 1973.


