
The early history of The Governor's House Estate,
The Summer Place, now Biddle House 

Governor of Queensland in the late 1870's, Sir Arthur Kennedy, was the 
first Governor to show an interest in the Southport area and there was  
speculation that a Vice-Regal summer residence would be built. During 
the early 1880’s confidence in the development of the area increased 
with the new railway from Brisbane.
  
In 1884, then Governor of Queensland, Sir Anthony Musgrave, decided 
to establish a summer residence. This decision was influenced by the 
time he spent in the West Indies as Governor of Jamaica.
   
One hundred and sixty-five acres was purchased by Henry Biggs on 12th 
April 1870, for sixty one pounds five shillings sterling. Mr Biggs was 
granted title of the property by the Marquess of Normandy, the Most 
Honourable George Augustus Constantine, Governor of Queensland, on 
the 29th May 1873.   

In 1884, Henry Biggs’s commenced working on “The Summer Place” to 
be the Governor’s seaside residence, on the banks of the Nerang River.   
The property was known as ‘Government House Estate’. 

Sadly, a member of Musgrave's staff, Joseph Derrick, drowned in the 
Nerang Creek on 20th December 1887.  The death and relentless 
sandflies were the deciding factors for Governor Musgrave to find 
alternate summer accommodation away from Southport.

Sir Henry Norman, Governor of Queensland from 1889-1895, 
occasionally stayed at the Summer Place, but Toowoomba was seen as a 
more favourable area and the building fell into disrepair.   



Horace Dixon, TSS Founder reflected: 

“In my travels I was constantly reminded that Southport was the chief 
seaside resort of Southern Queensland and so attracted large numbers of 
visitors from all parts of the state and one day a thought suddenly flashed 
upon my mind that it was a natural centre for a school. When I came 
upon the Governor's House one day whilst riding on my horse, I 
immediately knew this run down old place was the perfect setting”. 

In 1900, Horace held discussions with the Honourable E J Stevens and 
Dr R S Berry, who knew the district well and investigated the 
possibilities of starting the school. 

Dixon was given the opportunity to rent the building and surrounding 
grounds, on the provision he affected repairs and undertook to take care 
of the property. Dixon had the foresight to add a provision that he be 
given the opportunity to purchase the property for one thousand pounds 
upon the termination of the lease.
  
Horace Henry Dixon registered a certificate of title on 30th September 
1904 after purchasing the land upon the lease end. Horace Henry Dixon, 
Florence Marie Dixon and Charles Campbell Thorold bought the 
surrounding land and received Certificates of Title on 23rd November, 
1910.  Certificate of Title was later transferred to The Corporation of the 
Synod of Brisbane with a Deed of Grant of Land then given in 1913 after 
purchase of the school from the Dixon's and Thorold.
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