
Our quiet achiever, Virgoe Buckland, is stepping 
down from his Housemaster role after nearly 30 

years of outstanding service to TSS. 
A young, fresh-faced History teacher arrived at TSS in April 1990 and began an 
illustrious career that would span three decades.  

Originally employed as a History Specialist, Junior Humanities and Senior Modern 
History teacher, Virgoe's patience, enthusiasm and skill soon saw him expanding his 
role at TSS. 

It was obvious from an early stage just how respected Virgoe was becoming and in 
1994, he was appointed Housemaster of Atkinson House, where he stayed in this 
position until 1997. 

Virgoe went on to become Housemaster of Delpratt (1998-2006), Senior Boarding 
Housemaster (2004-2006) then Atkinson House again from 2006 until the end of this 
year; a whopping 25 years total in the role of Housemaster. Everyone should tip their  
Akubra to him. 

Whilst living up to his reputation of being a great Housemaster, Virgoe was also 
raising a young family and when it came time for his two sons, Dominic and Kristian 
to attend school, TSS was the school Virgoe wanted them to attend. They both started 
in Reception and went on to become Valedictorians.  Both boys were in Kaiser 
House, Dominic graduating in 2010 and Kristian in 2012. Dominic was School 
Captain in 2010 and graduated that year with a swag of awards and accolades, as did 
Kristian in 2012, who was also a School Prefect. Virgoe switched hats from being a 
proud Housemaster to a proud father at many TSS events. 

You would also find Virgoe on the Golf Course, coaching and refereeing Rugby, 
checking the stumps on the Cricket pitch, lending his skills at Debating, Chess, many 



an Outdoor Ed Camp, the Local Coastguard Service and numerous other activities 
hosted by TSS over the years. Amongst a range of important things, Virgoe 
reintroduced Table Tennis to TSS. 

Table tennis was played in the early 1900’s at School and was abandoned for other 
sports in the late 30’s to 40’s with some resurgence at different times. A few years 
ago, Virgoe encouraged students and staff to participate in this rapidly growing sport, 
and set about purchasing table tennis equipment for the boys and organising 
competitions.  

It is with some sadness, and much nostalgia, we think of Virgoe as he brings to an 
end his tenure as a TSS Housemaster and start a new chapter in his life. Mr Buckland, 
thank you for your many years of enduring service to TSS and for encouraging so 
many TSS boys to become better young men as a result of having had access to your  
leadership and guidance. 

The Delpratt motto symbolises men like Virgoe Buckland, 

“Tasche Sans Tache”
Honour without Blemish 




